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Movement of the oxygen dissociation curve in high altitude

— right shift or left sift, which is more advantageous? —

Takafumi Azami

Laboratory of pathophysiology (anesthesiology), Nagoya City University School of Nursing

Abstract
Human beings adapt variously to hypoxic environment in high altitude. Shift of oxygen dissocia-
tion curve raises efficiency of oxygen usage. Right shift or left shift of the curve depends on how to
maintain the difference between oxygen and mixed venous saturation and to raise mixed venous par-

tial pressure of oxygen.

Key Words: high altitude, oxygen dissociation curve, right shift, left shift, PvO,, SvO,
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