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Relationship between Depression of Nurses
in Acute Care Units and Medical Safety or Turnover Intention

Sayuri Kaneko

Nagoya City University School of Nursing

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the present situation of the tendency to depression of the
nurse working in acute care units and its effects on medical safety and nurses turnover intentions.
Self-administered survey questionnaires using the Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale
(CES-D) were distributed to 1,197 nurses who were working at five teaching hospitals. It is shown
54.0% of nurses were in a tendency to depression and the difference is not seen with the years of nurs-
ing experience. As a result of having examined influence on medical safety by the tendency to depres-
sion, the number of the reports of incident and accident or the frequency of adverse events were not
seen. On the other hands, the possibility to cause the error and near miss related medicine, frequency
of encounter troubles and turnover intentions of nurse were more than doubled. It is necessary for
offer safe medical care to screen it about the depression state of the nurses and expand the mental
support to them.

Key Words: depression, medical safety, turnover intention, acute care units, nurse staff
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