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Health insurance, the demand for over-the-counter

(OTC) drugs and sales deregulations

Koichiro Sawano

Abstract
The aim of this paper is to investigate a demand for over-the-counter (OTC) drugs on
Japanese public health insurance and its sales regulations. Our mainly observed features
and important conclusions are as follows: (a) the demand for over-the-counter (OTC) drugs
depends on its regulation, market structures, price elasticity and the level of indirect utility
on Japanese public health insurance. (b) Using opinion survey data, we analyses the proba-
bility of support for deregulations. (¢) Main determinants are gender, age and years of

schooling.
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