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Across the hills and to the east lies another jumble of concrete boxes called Yamashina,
and the same landscape continues interminably, past Yamashina to the drab metropolis
of Nagoya, home to millions of people, but very nearly devoid of architectural or cultural
interest. And on it goes for hundreds of miles, all the way to Tokyo, which is only mildly
more interesting to look at than Nagoya.
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For example, the city of Nagoya made plans to wipe out Fujimae, Japan's most important
tidal wetland (after the loss of Isahaya), and use it as a dump, site. Faced with local
opposition, the Fujimae project ié now on hold — although the future of the wetlands
is far from secure. Yet Nagoya plans to host Expo 2005 based on the theme “Beyond
Development: Rediscovering Nature's Wisdom.” How many foreigners will attend Expo
2005, visit charmingly designed pavilions, listen to pious speeches about Japan's love
of nature and about “rediscovering nature’s wisdom,” and never guess the devastation
Nagoya plans for the wetlands right outside Expo 2005's gates?
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