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A STUDY ON SPATIAL COMPOSITION AND ITS MEANINGS OF
THE HAN RACE RURAL DWELLINGS IN NORTHERN CHINA
An analysis on room name and room usage
of the Han race rural dwellings in Liaoning and Hebei Provinces

Summary

Background and Objectives

This doctoral dissertation aims to explore the features of the spatial concept of the
Han race rural dwellings locate in Northern areas of China. It’s conceivable that the
spatial concept can be explored by analyzing the special composition and its meanings
based on the correspondence relation between the room name and the room usage.
Consequently, the author raises these keywords as the analysis elements for evolving the
spatial concept research.

The regional and ethnical features of the living space have been interpreted
according to the meanings of the room name and the room usage. On this occasion, it will
be expected that a kind of principle exists inherently among each individual room, which
will assign a semantic orderly relation to the whole composition of the living space.

If define this principle as the spatial concept, it can also be an index to devise the
regional and ethnical identity, in the same manner as in the case of understanding the
character of individual rooms according to the semantic relation on the room name and
the room usage.

In the other words, even though a similar planar form presents in each individual
living space, if there have very differences in the room name and the room usage, it will
simultaneously suggest that a regional and ethnic spatial concept also exists in there.

In this paper we study the 39 Han race rural dwellings of Liaoning and Hebei
Provinces situate in neighboring areas of the Great Wall of China as the research objects.
There are several aboriginal ethnics have been existed widely, include Manchu people,
Korean people, Mongolia people, and Han race people who were settled as the colonies
from “ZhongYuan’ in the central areas of China. Therefore it will be a suitable regional
and ethnic society to examine the topic for researching the spatial concept in the
northern Chinese Han Race rural dwellings.

As early as the construction, some basic principles of Chinese architecture were
already established, wherein three columns spaced at intervals, oriented to the south.
Walls provided the support for the roof and came to serve merely as enclosing screens.

Surrounded by an exterior wall, the building complex was arranged along a central axis,
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behind them in sequence came a public hall and finally the private quarters. These
principles remained relatively constant through the centuries, applied to palaces and
temple buildings in all of China.

In Chinese traditional Han race rural dwellings, buildings are typically planned to
contain an even numbers of columns in a structure to produce odd numbers of bays. With
the inclusion of a main door to a building in the center bay, symmetry is maintained.
This kind of characteristic ground plan recognized as the hallmark has been interpreted
as the special concept [One Hall Two Bed Rooms)| . In this paper we define the space in
center bay as “Central Room” and the two spaces both sides of the “Central Room” as
“Side Room”.

As shown in the room names “Ting’ or “Tang”, the “Central Room” has been
recognized as a public space indicated as the word [Ming|, provided for customer service
and enshrining ancestor and has a basic special composition that arrange the entrance
on the south side of the “Central Room” and impossible to divide into several rooms
definitely.

“Wo Shi’, the name of “Side Room” mainly used as bedrooms and indicated as the
word An| . On the other hand, the cooking space placed in a building attached to the
main house. It means that the cooking space was recognized an external space out of

[Ming] and [An| which was recognized as the living space in the rural dwelling sites
in southern China. This kind of special composition with three bays, shows in such room
names and room usages and has been indicated as the spatial concept [One Hall Two
Bed Rooms| .

Meanwhile, there have the same special composition of three bays in the northern
Han race rural dwellings, with a popular plan that places the “Kamado”in the “Central
Room” that provides for the cooking space, in addition, public usage of customer service
and enshrining ancestor be held in the bedrooms wherein the “Kang” placed. Namely,
even though, the planar form of the dwelling is similar to each other, there are something

markedly different from the actual living situation and the standard of the lifestyle.

Previous Studies and Originalities

The literature reviews on northern Han race rural dwellings have been somewhat
clarified as some results since 1950s, such as the study on the planar morphology and
technique manners in all over China (Liu dunzhen); the character of “Kang” and the
typology of the plane by comparing the ethnic distinction in Jilin Province(Zhang
yuhuan); the planar form on the formation of entrance by keeping the public life space

separate from the private life space and upsize the structure scale for solving the hot
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weather of summer in Shandong Province(Aoki Masao); the customer service provided in
the “Central Room” results from separating the life behaviors from “Kang” focusing on
the arrangement of “Kang” and “Kamado”in Northeastern China(Nishimura Sinya) and
so forth.

Furthermore, in order to discover a renewed interpretation to comprehend why
these kinds of special compositions were constituted, we considered a new approach for
arguing the special composition by analyzing the expansion of the structure scale and
the arrangement of “Kang” and “Kamado”, presented a methodology for solving the
meanings of the special composition based on the correspondence relation between the
room name and the room usage. Therefore, the author set the following three objectives
to investigate the spatial concept.

(1) Approach for Arguing the Special Composition

Consider the character of the special composition and its formation process by
analyzing the expansion of the structure scale and the arrangement of “Kang” and
“Kamado” (Chapter 2).

(2) Methodology for Solving the Meanings of the Special Composition

Present the meanings of the spatial composition by analyzing the correspondence
relation between the room name and the room usage (Chapter 3).

(3) Conclusions and Future Research

Expanding a theory according to the analysis on the special composition and its
formation in Chapter 2 and the meanings of the spatial composition in Chapter 3,

eventually, propose the spatial concept in northern Han race rural dwellings (Chapter 4).

Outline of This Study

This thesis consists of three parts : Part I (Chapter 1) deals with the background,
objectives, method and originalities of this study, and reviewed relevant literatures and
empirical studies on Chinese Han race rural dwellings. Part II(Chapter 2-3) presents the
situation of the special composition on the transformation of entrance gate in the
“Central Room”, and the correspondence relation between the room name and the room
usage. PartII(Chapter 4) attains the goal of this research and made a expectation in
future research. Then, the main findings of the analytic sections of this paper, such as

Chapter2, Chapter3 and Chapter 4 are as follows.

Chapter 2 : Approach for Arguing the Special Composition

We clarified the features of the special composition in the northern Han Race
rural dwellings and analyzed the formation of specializing the entrance gate from a
perspective of the expansion of the structure scale and the arrangement of “Kang” and

“Kamado”.
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As a result of this section, it occurs a widely tendency to transfer the “Kamado
away from the main entrance. However, it’s quite differently how to solve the problem for
specializing the entrance gate. In Liaoning Province, transfer the “Kamado”linkage with
the “Kang” on the north side of the room was divided along the vertical direction. In
marked contrast to transfer the “Kamado” linkage with the “Kang” on the south side of
the room was divided along the horizontal direction in Hebei Province. Namely, the
planar form of specializing the entrance gate has been implemented in the different
intention response to the arrangement of the “Kang” and the different transfer of

“Kamado” ascribe to the expansion of the structure scale.

Chapter 3 : Methodology for Solving the Meanings of the Special Composition

In this section, we made an attempt to discuss the method for researching the
spatial concept by analyzing the correspondence relation between the room name and
the room usage with the perspective whether the planar form of “Ting” ascribe to the
transformation of the room usage. The results of this section are as follows.

It presents a continuous feature in the room name called as “Wai” and “Wu”. In
contrast, “Ting” and “Woshi” hadn’t been appeared until the middle of 1980's. Namely,
“Wai” and “Wu” are the traditional room name of the “Central Room” and the “Side
Room” in the traditional northern Chinese Han Race rural dwellings. However, it doesn’t
correspond to the basic principle how to assign the room usage into “Central Room” and
“Side Room” as with the special concept [ One Hall Two Bed Rooms] .

Namely, it is a popular pattern that assign the cooking space into the “Central
Room” named as “Wai”, in contrast to assign the customer service and enshrining
ancestor into the “Side room” named as “Wu”.

Furthermore, since the middle of 1980's, “Iing” was formed in the “Central Room”.
However it had not been provided for customer service until the late of 1990’s. Namely,
the name of the “Central Room” is not compatible with its usage.

It shows that the planar form of “Ting” didn’t ascribe to the transformation of the
room usage, “Iing”is an auxiliary space provide for changing the room usage according

to the purpose of the user.

Therefore, it can be gathered from the intention that the planar form of the
“Central Room” performed based on the axioms of the different lifestyle, depends on the
tradition and the custom having the characteristics of the “Kang” and “Kamado”.

However, it shows that the room name is the proper evaluation method for solving
the meanings of the special composition in the traditional northern Chinese Han Race
rural dwellings, such as the feature illustrates in the correspondence relation between

the room name and the room usage.

XIII



Chapter 4 : Conclusions and Future Research

In this final chapter, we will review the research contributions of this dissertation,
and lay out some of accessible avenues for future research at the remainder of this
section.

It’s the main research contributions that argued a feasibility for interpreting the
context of the special concept in the northern Han Race rural dwellings, according to the
method that make the meanings of the special composition comprehended by analyzing
the correspondence relation between the room name and the room usage.

The public activity of customer service and enshrining ancestor mean “Ming” have
been assigned into the “Side Room”, and the private sleeping activity means “An” shows
the feature only within the time zone when it be held.

On the other hand, through interpreting the hierarchy of the “Central Room”,
including the meaning of the room name “Wai”, the meaning of the room usage that
customer service uncorrelated to the room name “Ting”’, the cooking space has been
recognized as an external space out of Ming] and [An], we can deduce the conclusion
that the “Central Rooni” recognized as an [Exterior| space based on the reasons as we
stated above.

It is a suitable lifestyle focusing on “Kang” and “Kamado” for the climate and
natural conditions in northern Han Race rural dwellings. As the reason for this, [Ming=
public] and [An=private] were unspecialized in the “Side Room” in where the customer
service, enshrining ancestor and sleeping behaviors have been held. However, it should
be interpreted as a sign that the special composition with the three bays remains as an
essence of the special concept [One Hall Two Bed Rooms]of the Han Race rural dwelling
and retains in the traditional northern Han Race rural dwellings.

At the end of this research, we define the special composition reflected in the
meanings of these kind of rooms name and room usages as the special concept [One E.
Two Pu.Pr.| which cause the planar form of the “Central Room” to be various variations
by the room divisions.

As a segment in the middle of 1980’s, the planar form was being similar to [One
Hall Two Bed Rooms] in association with the entrance gate was specialized in the
“Central Room”. On the other hand, the name of the “Central Room” changed faster than
the public customer service was provided in it. Namely, in the forming process from

[One E. Two Pu.Pr.] to [One Hall Two Bed Rooms) , there are some transient conflicts
based on the uncorrelated relation between room name and room usage.

As we have mentioned above, the special concept research outcomes proposed in this
dissertation provide a recognizing level guideline to future research. The research
outcomes at the individual methods such as the special composition, room name and room

usage, suggest many more specific open questions and directions whether the change of
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the room name precede the change of the room usage, the necessity for grasping the
meaning of 'Ming and An] in an approach to interpret the fundamental cosmology of Yin
and Yang| comply with Chinese culture.

While the special concept research outcomes is not yet completely clear how it
should be evaluated as an index for the housing design. Thus, future research will involve
developing a general theory for such research direction.

Future research will also be expected in optimizing the results for help study closely
to the ongoing genealogy of the culture of Chinese Han race dwellings. This research
outcomes were induced from the examination in Northern China and only insight in Han
race rural dwellings, such as this situation and study incentives, it is necessary to examine
whether the results pertain in other areas and other races, and also would be serve as a

reference to study the culture of Chinese Han race dwellings.
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