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Abstract

We verify what kind of treatment level is chosen for a patient by the medical institution
to secure minimum profit under the prospective payment system. The verification was
carried out by experimental economic method. In the verification, we have two kinds of
the experiment, that is, the one is the case to presume Face-to-Face treatment (FTF
experiment), the other is no Face-to-Face case (PC experiment).

First, PC experiment was done under the assumption that the medical institution
maximizes its profit. The results were that the proportion of the medical institutions which
provided zero treatment level declined as the level of disease became sevious. Some
medical institutions even chose dumping to the patient of most serious disease, where
damping means that a medical institutions introduce its patient to other institutions. These
results weren’t expected theoretically.

Next, FTF experiment and PC experiment were done in the situation that medical
institutions chose a treatment level in consideration for their own profit and the patient’s
satisfaction. These two experimental results showed that the level chosen in Face-to-Face

treatment was higher than or equal to theoretical value. The possibility of patient
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introduction behavior allowed introducing the middle disease patient to other medical
institutions in Face-to-Face treatment. To the very heavy disease patient, it was suggested
that patient introduction behavior was done frequently.
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