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Status of Visiting Nurse Services in Regards
to Adverse Events Relating to Infection

— Based on an Interview Survey Targeting Managers —

Sachiko Fukui', Hisako Yano®

1) Aomori University of Health and Welfare Department of Nursing
2) Nagoya City University, School of Nursing

Abstract

A semi-structured interview survey on incidents and accidents during home visits relating to infec-
tion and adherence to standard precautions targeting managers of 6 institutions that provide visiting
nurse services was conducted. There were 7 incidents relating to infection: scabies, infectious gastroen-
teritis due to norovirus, a left needle cap on a patient's bed, tuberculosis, multidrug-resistant
Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and suspected infection due to unsanitary conditions. Additionally there were
4 accidents: a nurse infected by a patient with MRSA, patients infected with scabies via a nurse, a
nurse infected with norovirus by a patient's family, and patients at a nursing home were infected with
norovirus by enteral nutrition. It was suggested that the cause of adverse events relating to infection
are connected to the current situation where information on infection and safety precautions is hard

to obtain, as well as the lack of mastery of standard precautions in a clinical setting.

Key Words: visiting nurse, adverse event, manager, interview, standard precautions
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