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The Applicability of Social Capital Concept

in Community Health Nursing

Emiko Higo

Nagoya City University, School of Nursing

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the effectiveness of social capital in public health nursi
ng by assessing the association between social capital and health and clarifying the social capital in
dex. A review of public health literature using PubMed and Igaku Chuo Zassi was conducted and pr
evious RCT studies were identified using the keywords: social capital and health. No studies were re
trieved by Igaku Chuo Zassi. In PubMed, 13 documents were retrieved and five studies which met th
e inclusion criteria were used for this study. Findings were (1) The social capital index used for RC
T studies was based on social capital's basic elements, and the index measured social capital in ter
ms of social cohesion. (2) Five studies measured components of the social capital as social cohesion,
but there was no commonality in questionnaire items. (3)In these five RCT studies, strong associatio
ns between health and social capital in terms of social cohesion were not indicated, but there was o
ne study which showed an association in an area where many poor people lived. (4) Regression anal
ysis was used for data analysis in order to remove the influence of personal characteristics as confo
unding factors. In future, construction of a social capital index should be conducted after examining

subordinate concepts of soclal capital in terms of soclal cohesion.

Key Words: Social capital, health, index, social cohesion
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